* — 0 
4 a * pon 
# | — 
Ly a * ww 
l - N «/ 81 = 
1 1 — 
3 1 : . * * 
* " P * — 
4 F 
_ 


"115, F 


Tut FAITH 


©. £8 
Or ERATION oF GOD, 
| BEING TH E 


BUBSTANCE or a SERMON 


PREACHED AT 
TRE N EW CHAPEL 
DA ln 
| hag 
KINGSTON-UPON-HUL L. 


A 


By 8. BARNARD, MinisTtr of THE Gosptl 


—— 


PUBLISHED AT REQUEST, 


Ha U E &': 
FrINtED BY I. A147 


ub cexc. 


PriCk Sire. 


O N 
Tn FAITH 
OF THE 
OPERATION oz GOD, 


—— —— —— —_—— 


GAL. ii. 20. 


wn And the life which I now live in the fleſh, I 
live by the faith of the Son of God, who loved 


me, and gave 1 me, 
— =P 2 * 


* 


HE ſubj us, is a ſubject which 
is at all EHeceſſary to be inſiſted 
on; but perhaps never more ſo, than at this 
preſent time, when men are encouraged by 
ome, to think themſelves true believers or 
real chriſtians, with only a bare aſſent to the 
goſpel revelation: others are aſſerting, that 
the chriſtian's Faith is only that of Devil; 
while a third ſort are telling us, that the faith 
of the operation of” God, is a DUTY incumbent, 
on all thoſe who live under the goſpel diſ. 
penſation ; to the great confuſion of the gue 
pel plan, as well as of the minds of thoſe 
who are the hearers thereof. 
My deſign therefore in what follows is ta 
1 2 error and to eſtabliſh truth, according 
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4 ON THE FAITH OF 


to my views of both. And in diſcourſing on 
the words of my text, I ſhall 

I. Take notice of Paul's fe which he now 
lived, | | 

IT. Of the faith by which he lived; And 

III. Of the privilege he thereby enjoyed. 

Fir, then I am to take notice of Paul“ S 
life which he now lived. 

By the word NOW in my text, he gives us 
to underſtand, that it was a life different from 
that which he formerly lived when in a ſtate 
of nature, for his life which he Turn lived, 
was a life of enmity, diſobedience and oppo- 
fition againſt God and every thing that was 
good; as may be gathered from his own con- 
feſſion, in various parts of his writings. We 
find in the %% place, that he lived a persE- 
| CUT0R : this he freely and voluntarily confeſs. 
| ſes ſaying, I perſecuted this way unto the death, 
binding and delivering into priſon both men and 
women. — They know Lord (ſaid he) that I in- 
| priſoned and beat in every ſynagogue them that 
believed on thee, and when the blood of thy martyr 
Stephen was ſhed, I alſo was ſtanding by and 
conjenting unto his death, and kept the raiment 
of. them that flew him.* Nay ſaid he, I puniſhed 
hem (viz. chriſtians) of? in every ſynagogue z 
end being exceeding mad againſt them, 1 Perſes 
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cuted them even unto ſtrange cities, * and in 
another place he ſays; Ye have heard of my 
converſation in time paſt, -how that beyond mea- 
fure J perſecuted the church of God and waſted 
it. F 

But Secondly he lived formerly a BL AsPHE- 
MER, this alſo we have from himſelf, who 
tells us that he was before a blaſphemer, 7 viz, 
before his converſion, and not only ſo, but 
he informs us likewiſe, that he compelled o- 
thers alſo to blaſpheme. & 

And Thtrdly we are told by him that he lived 
a PHARISEE. That is, he was one that #ru/ted 
in himſelf that he was righteous and deſpiſed 0- 
thers, ¶ and of all the characters that we read of 
in the word of God, there is none more wick- 


ed than this, nor are there any greater ene 


mies to God and his Chriſt : for beſide their 
other acts of rebellion againſt him, they are 
adding thereto, that of deſpiſing his way of 
falvation by Chriſt only, although it is ſaid 
there is none other name under Heaven given a- 
mong men, whereby we muſt be ſaved. ** And 
there is no character or. claſs of finners in the 
world againſt whom more woes are found in 
the word of God, than againſt Phariſees, for 
pur Lord addrefles them no leſs than ſever 


Acts xxvi. 11. f Gal. i. 13. t 1 Tim. i. 13. F Acts xxvi. 11. 
| | Aﬀts xxVi. 5. IJ Luke xviii. 9. Acts iv, 13. 


times 
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times, in the xxiii chapter of the goſpel by St. 
Matthew ; with woe unto you Scribes, Phariſees 
and Hypocrites, Ce. and in the 43d verſe of 
that chapter, he ſays to them, ye ſerpents, ye 
generation of vipers, how can ye eſcape the dam- 
nation of Hell. And yet this perſecuting, blaſ- 
phemous Phariſee found mercy : for it was dif- 
ferent with him Now, viz. at the time he 
wrote this epiſtle, and had been ever ſince 
that time in which God met him on his way 
to Damaſcus ; when he quickened his ſoul, 
enlightened his underſtanding, and commu— 
nicated to him a principle of grace, called by 
the apoſtle Peter the divine nature; under the 
influence of which, he was led to ſee his ſtate, 
feel his guilt, and to cry what ſhall IJ da 
Lord? + So that from hence, he lived a life 
of love, obedience and communion with his 
God, for he (as 1s every. gracious man) was 
taught to deny ungodlineſs and worldly Tufts ; 
and to live ſoberly, righteouſly and godly in this 
preſent world. Þ 

But let us proceed now as was propoſed, 
Secondly, to take notice of that faith by which 
the apoſtle at this time lived. It is called in 
my text the faith of the Son of God, becauſe 
it flowed from that divine perſon who is the 
. ONLY BEGOTTEN of the Father full of grace 


Acts xxii. 5s, + Acts xxy. 10. T Tit, ii. 12. 


and 
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and truth: * or becauſe he is the author, ob- 
ject and finiſher thereof. But 

In opening this part of the ſubject, per- 
mit, me to ſpeak firff of the ESSENCE of 
faith, and ſecondly of its ACTINGS. 

There is (it is true) an 4forical faith, 
which is a belief of the truth of divine reve- 
lation and the doctrines that it contains; 
which belief may be had by thoſe, who are 
deſtiture of ſpecial grace, as is ſeen in the 
caſe of Simon Magus, of whom it is ſaid be 
believed. + This alſo appears plain in the caſe 
of thoſe who are mentioned by the apoſtle 
James, where he ſays, Thou believeſt that there 
is one God, thou doeft well; the devils alſo be- 
lieve and tremble. But wilt thou know O vain 
man, that faith without works is dead? ? But 
this is not the faith with which I have at this 
time to do; for although this is included in 
true faith, yet true faith is not included in 
this, as appears from the above-mention'd 
ſcripture. Pertinent to this (I think) is the 
remark of Dr. Owen, where he ſays, ** of all 
the poiſon which at this day is defuſed in the 
% minds of men corrupting them from the mys- 


« tery of the goſpel; there is no part that ts ; 


% more pernicious than this one perverſe imagi- 
« nation that to believe in Chriſt is nothing at 


John i, 24. + As viii, 13. 1 James ul, 19. 20. 


« all 


Arn DP 
** all but to believe the doctrine of the goſpel | 


% which yet we grant is included therein.” * 
With regard to the ESSENCE, or nature 
of that faith by which the apoſtle lived, what- 
ever it is, it will be found to be s0METHING 
that all men have not: for ſaith the apoſtle, 
all men have not faith. + But ſince there is 
ONE FAITH, under the influence of which 
men believe to the ſaving of the ſoul; let us 
hear what the ſcriptures ſay concerning it. 
The apoſtle breaks out in one place ſaying, 
Bleſſed be the God and Father of our Lord Feſus 
Chriſt, who hath bleſſed us with all ſpiritual 
Bleſinge in heavenly places (or things) in Chrift, 
and that too before the foundation of the 
world. Now if AtL ſpiritual bleſſings be 
treatured up in Chriſt for his people ; then 
FAITH mult be there, ſince that is one of 
thoſe bleſſings which is received out of the 
fulneſs of Chriſt, in conſequence of a previ- 


ous connection with him the vine, and witli- 


out ſuch a connection not a fingle ſpiritual 


bleſſing could have been enjoyed by his people. 


Again we ate told that faith it the cif of 


God; a ſupernatural bleſſing, received from 


him who is the ſeuntain living water. 
This fame faith of which I am now ſpeak- 


On the perſon of Chriſt, chap. x. page 79. 
+ > Thef, ili, 2, Þ Eph. i. 3. 4. 5 Eph. i, 8; 


ing, 


or THE OPERATION OF GOD. 9 


ing, is called the ſaith of the operation of God,* 
and is therefore a principle of grace which 
none by nature can boaſt of, and which no 
man can produce in himſelf, any more than 
another can produce it in him 

Again the apoſtle calls it in another place 
a fruit of the ſpirit : | and if faith be a FRUIT, 
ſurely it is a ſomething, and if a ſruit or pro- 
duction of the ſpirit, then we ſhould never ex- 
pect to find it on the dry tree of NATURE ; for 
it is a GRACE too piritual to grow out of a 
natural man, and too heavenly for an earthly 
man to produce. He tiles it in another place 
the /aith of God's ELECT : 4 becauſe it is a 
principle of grace which none but the Elect 
ever did, or ever will partake of, let men ſay 
what they pleaſe ; for the text holds forth a pe- 
culiar faith, which manifeſts its ſubjects to be 
a peculiar people, We are told allo that Stephen 
Was a man FULL of faith; and Paul ſpeaks of 


the {ame faith as an abiding principle, ſaying, 


now ABIDETH faith; || and however it may 
fail, (as it did in Peter) reſpecting its acling, 
it can never fail as a principle of grace in the 
foul; for the water that I ſhall give him, ſhall be 
in him, a well of water ſpringing up to everlaſting 
life, C Hence the apoſtle Paul when writing 


* Col. ii. 12. + Gal. v. 22. f Tit. i. 2. Ads vi. 5. 
| t Cor, xiii. 13. JJ John iv. 14. 
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to Timothy about this faith ſays, when I call 
to remembrance the unfeigned faith that is 1N 
THEE, which dwelt firſt Id thy grandmother 
Lois and Ix thy mother Eunice, and I am per- 
fuaded that Id thee alſo, * from whence it 
is plain that the EssENCE of faith, is 4 
GRACE OF THE SPIRIT which has its 
being, or dwelling in the chriſtian's heatt. 

Therefore: the faith of the ſon of God by 
which Paul lived, ſeems to be nothing more 
nor leſs, than a principle of GRACE or LIFE 
from Chriſt; not of a ſeparate exiſtence from 
him, bat conſtantly maintained by, or ſup- 
plied from the fulneſs of him who is its 
glorious author and finiſher ; juſt in the ſame 
manner, as the branches are ſupplied with /ap 
from the vine, or the members of the body 
with /fe from the head. So that to live by 
FAITH is to live by CHRIST; therefore he 
told his diſciples, becauſe I live you ſhall live 
alſo. + But were we to conceive of /aith 
or any other grace as /eparate from Chriſt ; 
it could not exiſt a moment in that ſtate, be- 
cauſe there is nothing in the dry tree of na- 
ture for its ſupport. 

But having taken notice of the eſſence of 
this faith, let us now proceed to its n&ngs 
in the ſoul. And firſt we may remark, that 


2 Tim. i. 5. 7 John xiy. 19. 


faith 
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faith is that which purifies the heart. * Now 
every Chriſtian I think muſt allow, that no- 
thing leſs than a principle of grace can purify 
the heart; and we are told in the above-men- 
tioned paſſage, that God does this by FaiTH, 
which clearly proves that Vaith muſt be a 
LIVING, ACTING principle IN the heart ; and 
therefore ſomething more than a bare aſſent to 
the goſpel revelation ; for were a man to aſ- 
ſent to every truth contained in the word of 
God, ſuch an aſſent without a principle of 
grace, would never purify his heart ; but like 
Simon Magus of old, would be found to be 
in the gall of bitterneſs and the bonds of iniquity, 
Again we are told, that the inheritance ta 
be enjoyed by God's people, is an inheritance 
among them that are ſanttified by faith that ts 
IN Chrif. + Now as before obſerved, a bare 
aſſent to the truths contained in the goſpel 
does not /andify the heart, for then the hearts 
of Judas and Simon Magus would have been 
anctiſied; no Sirs, nothing leſs than FAITH as 
A principle of grace in the heart rec2ived out 
of Chriſt's fulneſs, can ever accompliſh a work 
of this nature. And inaſmuch as the $8PIRIT 
works this faith, he is called the /þrrit of 
faith ; t and the work which he performs, is 


Ac xy. 9, t Adds xxvi, 19, f 2 Cor. tf 23. 
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called by the apoſtle, we ſanctification of the 0¹ 
Hirit. * 0 
Now that this faith of the operation of B 
God is an ave principle is evident, for we 0 
are told it woRKs by love; + and here we 01 

may remark, that faith is not a woRK ; but 
a GRACE Which produces works. Jude calls 7 
this faith ar moſt noLy faith, * becauſe the {c 
author of it is bly, as is alſo its nature ; and tl 

Decaule thoſe who are poſſeſſed thereof, have 

their fruit unta holineſs and the end everlaſting ? 1s 
life: & which is what no one with a bare a/- e 
fent to the gol pel revelation, ever had, or ever t. 
Will have. | fi 
By this faith as @ grace of the ſpirit it is, t 
that we overcome the world with its frowns, | 
ſmiles and allurements ; for i is the victory 1 
that overcometh the world even our FAITH. || d 
Through this arch it is that we are SAVED f 

from the guilt of fin in the conſcience, the 
love of it in the heart, and the dominion of 7 
it in the life and converſation, for by grace are 0 
t 


ye ſaved through faith. C Through this faith 
it is that weare KEPT, cleaving to Chriſt and 
reſting on him, nay kept (we are told) by the 
mighty power of God THROUGH FAITH wntg 
Salvation. ** By this faith it is that we L1VE 


ms aca oa HS 


* 2 Theſ. ii. 13. + Gal. v. 6. 1 Jude Ver. 20. Rom. vi. 22. 
| x: John v. 4. q Eph. ii. of Sg. x Pet. i. 5. 
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or are kept lively and act ſpiritually in the 
ways of God, for the juſt ſhall live by faith, * 
By it we WALK F ſteadily, uprightly and 
comfortably in the ways of God; and wwith- 
out this faith, it is impoſſible ta pleaſe God. * 

But now let us compare this faith of the 
operation of God with the faith of devils, to 
ſee whether the Chriſtians' faith and that of 
the devils be alike as is by ſome afſerted.—. 

And 1. The faith of the operation of God 

is a ſpiritual and new covenant bleſſing, receiv- 
ed in conſequence of union with Chriſt, but 
the devils have no nian with Chriſt, there- 
fore whatever they believe, they muſt be deſ- 
titute of the faith of the operation of God. 
2. This faith is called a uit of the ſpirit ; 
but as the ſpirit of God docs not work upon 
devils, therefore devils muſt be without that 
faith which the ſpirit produces, 

3. This faith of the operation af Gadi is the 
Faith of God's ELECT, but as the devils are not 
of that number, therefore they can never have 
that faith which is peculiar to the Ele only. 

4. This faith purifies and ſanctiſies; but 
notwithſtanding all that the devils believe, 
they remain unholy and unſanctiſied, therefore 
the faith of devils and that of chriſtians can» 
not be the ſame. Again—— 


Rom. i. 17. f 2 Cor, v. 7. 1 Heb, xi. 6. 
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5. The chriſtian's faith works by love to 
God, his people, his word and ways, but not- 
withſtanding what the devils believe they are 
full of enmity againſt God and every thing 
that is good, and will always remain ſo; 
therefore the devils faith and that of chriſ- 
tians differ. We may obſerve 

6. The chriſtian's faith is that through 


which be is javed, but notwithſtanding all that 


the devils believe, they are as far from ſalva- 
tion as ever they were, being reſerved in ever- 
laftins chains under darkneſs ; unto the judg- 
ment of the great day. * Therefore the chriſ- 
tian's faith is different from that of the de- 
vils. Again 


7. The devils faith is a dead faith becauſo 


a faith without works, but the faith of chriſ- 
tians is a living FAITH, and produces G600D 
Wokks. Now whoever they are that main- 
tain that the faith of chriſtians is no other 
than that of devils; I would wiſh them to 
take into conſideration the foregoing remarks ; 
and let ſuch remember at the ſame time, that 
it will be of no uſe to them, to call in to 
their aſſiſtance the apoſtle's expreſſion, who/o 
ever beheveth that Jeſus is the Chriſt is BoRN 
oF GoD ; for. the truth contained in this 
text was without doubt aſſented to, or hiſ- 


Jude ver, 6 tx Jon ve 1. ; 
torically 
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torically believed by the devils as well as by 
Judas and Simon Magus, and yet none of 
them appear to be born of God : for the ſame 
apoſtle in one of the preceding chapters tells 
us, that whoſoever is born of God, doth not 
commit ſin, (viz. with pleaſure and delight) for 
his feed remaineth in him; * now from this 
deſcription of one that is born of God it is 
plain, that whatever might be believed by the 
devils, Judas and Simon Magus concerning 


Jeſus being the Chrift, they were not born of 


God, for they loved and lived in fin, and as to 
the sEED or principle of grace which is ſaid 
to remain IN him that is born of God, they 
were total ſtrangers to, ſo that a bare aſſent to 


the above truth that Fe/us ig the Chrift, with - 


out that faith which is of the operation of 


God and by which fin is conquered, is 79 
proof that a man is born of God. 

But let us enquire now whether that 15 
which 1s of the operation of God be the DUTY 
of all thoſe who live under the goſpel diſpenſation. 

This I think cannot be the caſe for theſe 
two reaſons ; firſt, becauſe faith is no VAT u- 
RAL PRINCIPLE, and ſecondly, becauſe it is 
not required by the MORAL LAW. 

In order to find whether the fazth of the o- 


peration of God be a natural principle, let us 
| * x John iti, 9. | 


_ enquire 
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enquire what ADAM had in his poſſeſſion 
as our head and repreſentative, for although 
God has an undoubted right to require of us 
all that we had in him as our head; yet 
fince he the judge of all the earth will do right, 
he will require no more, for he is not an Hard 
man reaping where he has not ſown, and gather- 
ing where be has not ſtrawed. 

After God (then) had formed man of the duft 
of the ground and breathed into his noſtrils the 


breath of life that he became a living foul ; * he 


then bleſſed him with all the rich bleſſings of 


an earthly paradiſe ; that he an earthly man 
could enjoy. He had the advantage more- 
dyver of the knowledge of God as his creator, 
preſerver and bountiful benefactor, and of en- 
Joying communion with him as ſuch. 

After he had thus formed and bl/efjed him, 
he then gave him a Law; which he had an 
undoubted right to do. "Therefore the Lord 


God commanded the man ſaying, of every tree of 


the garden thou mayeſt freely eat: But of the tree 
of the knowledge of good and evil thou ſhalt not 
eat of it, for in the day that thou eateſt thereef 
thou ſhalt ſurely die. T On his perſonal, per- 
fe and perpetual obedience to this law, de- 
pended @ continuation of all his earthly bleſ- 
fings, even his zaturak/rfe itſelf, which would 


® Gen, it. 7. + Gen. ü. 16. 17. 


have 
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have been ETERNAL had his obedience been 
$0. In ſhort the /aw given to Adam, (which 
is allowed by moſt divines to be the ſame in 
ſubſtance with the moral law) had in it the na- 
ture of a covenant, for it contained a promiſe 
in it, and had a ſanction annexed to it. It con- 
tained a promiſe of natural lie and the en- 
joyment of every earthly bleſſing to Adam, 
ſo long as he ſhould obſerve the conditions of 
it; but neither the law of Moſes, nor the law 
of nature, made promiſes of any other than a 
natural life: for Adam s covenant was but a 
natural covenant, made with a natural or 
earthly man: * and contained only natural or 
earthly bleflings, and had he continued in his 
obedience he could have procured thereby the 
enjoyment of no new blefling, but only the 
continuation of what he had in his poſſeſſion, 
and therefore had Adam ſtood, he muſt have 
received the heavenly inheritance as a free gift 
at the hands of God ; for any thing that ap- 
pears to the contrary. _ 

Adam however broke this law, by which 
act of rebellion he forfeited all he had, and 
became obnoxious to the curſe of the law and 
wrath of God; as well as all his polterity 
who were then ſeminally in his loins. + He 
loſt his original righteouſneſe, or reQitude of 


* x Cor, xv. 47. + Rom. v. 18. 


1 his 
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his nature ; guilt ſeized on his conſcience, 
and he endeavoured to hide himſelf among the 
trees of the garden. Fear followed upon a con- 
ſciouſneſs of guilt, for ſaid he I was afraid 
becauſe I was naked. He loſt communion 


with God, for God drove the nan out of the 


garden; and inſtead of gaining more know- 
ledge, he loſt much of what he had, and of 
his poſterity it is faid, there is one that un- 
derftandeth. * And had Adam been intruſted 
with our /þ:iritual bleſſing, they would have 
been forfeited at the ſame time, and in the 
ſame manner, But bleſſed be. God that was 
not the caſe, for we are told, that the God 


and Father of our Lord Feſus Chriſt, hath Bleſ- 


fed us with all ſpiritual bleſſings in Chriſt. + 
From hence we may obſerve, that if we were 
bleſſed with ALL ſpiritual bleſſings, we muſt 
be bleſſed with faith, for that is one of them, 
and if we were bleſſed in CHRIST with all 
ſpiritual bleſſings; we could be bleſſed with 
hone In Apam. From whence I conclude 
chat the faith of the operation of God is no 
natural principle, but a ſpiritual Bleſſing in the 


hands of Chriſt, even at that time when A- 
dam ſtood as our head and repreſentative, 


therefore neither this faith nor any other /p;- 
ritual bleſſing was loſt by the fin of Adam: 
* Rom, ii, 11, + Eph. i. $. 

for 
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for though he loſt a// he had, yet he could 
loſe no more. And it is well for us that our 
ſpiritual bleſſings were not loſt, becauſe we no 
where read in the word of God, of Chriſt pur- 
chafing ſuch bleflings. We read (it is true) 
of Chriſt purchaſing his Church; and ſo we do 
of his purchaſed poſſeſſion. * But as to his pur- 
chaſing ſpiritual bleſſings there was no need 
ef, for they were never loſt, becauſe Adam 
was never intruſted with them. For we are 
told by the apoſtle, that grace vas given us in 
Chriſt Teſus befare the world began. + And 
if ſo it was not n Adam, and therefore Adam 
could not loſe it, and as to eternal life, God 
never deſigned that any man ſhould have it by 
his own obedience to any lau whatſoeyer ; for 
he PROMISED eternal life to his people before the 
quorld began. I We are told alſo that eternal life 
is the GIFT of God through Jeſus Chriſt our 
Lord: & and that God hath Given to us eter- 
nal life, and this life is in his Son. || Therefore 
whatever Adam loſt, he neither loſt GR Ac 
NOR GLORY ; for they were both ſecured 
in Chriſt Jeſus for all his people.—thus, 
In him the tribes of Adam boaſt, 
More bleſſings than their father loſt, E 

We may obſerve therefore that /a/ya{rgn had 
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no immediate influence on the ſpiritual bleſſings 
themſelves ; any farther than to remove that 


n, miſery and bondage, which prevented the 
enjoyment of them, for to ſet free from miſery 


and bondage and ſecure the perſon in all his for- 
mer enjoyments, is the utmoſt extent of ſalva- 
tian. Thus for inſtance God promiſed to Iſ- 
rael the land of Canaan, but their bondage in 
Egypt made ſalvation, or deliverance neceſ- 
fary before they could enjoy it ; therefore al- 
though 'God brought them out of Egypt as a 
Saviour, he gave them the land of Canaan as a 
faithful performer of his promiſe ; which was 
made to their fathers long before their bond- 
age. It is true likewiſe that the perſon who ie 
a ſaviour may be alſo a benefattor, not only ſav- 
ing from miſery, but loading with bleſſings. 
Thus we find it was with Joſeph, who ſaved 
the lives of the Egyptians as well as the lives 
of his brethren, but obtaining for his brethren 
an inberitance in the land of Goſhen ; was an 
additional act of bounty ; fo were Chriſt to fave 
us from in, miſery and bondage; reſtore to us 
our moral rectitude, and replace us again in 
our earthly paradiſe, this indeed would be fal- 
vation, but even then the HEAVENLY IN- 
HERITANCE | whenever beſtowed upon us, 
muſt be an additional act of bounty; ſeeing 
that if 828 and Tus 7 had ſtood, they 
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could have procured nothing by their obedi- 
ence, but the conſtant enjoyment of what they 
then had in poſſeſſion. But ſhould any object 
and ſay, % Adam's obedience could not merit 
eternal happineſs, neither could his diſobedience 
merit eternal miſery ;” let ſuch remember, that 
God never puniſhes without a criminal cauſs 
in the creature, and as puniſhment is the 
fect of fin, that puniſhment which is inflict= 
ed muſt run parallel with the fin, and as e- 
very unholy creature will continue to ſin, his 
puniſhment muſt be ETERNAL becauſe his n 
will be $0. 

From what has been ſaid it appears, that 
as the faith of the operation of God, or that 
faith to which falvation is annexed is not a 
natural principle, but a ſpiritual bleſſing ; it 
cannot be the duty of any natural man to have 
it, unleſs it be his duty to have what he ne- 
ver poſſeſſed neither in his own perſon, nor 
in the perſon of his repreſentative. 

That Adam in a ſtate of innocency had 
power to do all that God commanded him, and 
believe all that he revealed to him muſt be 
granted; but that he had an inherent power to 
believe in Chriſt for life and falvation muſt 
be denied ; not merely becauſe he was 1n a 
ſtate of innocency, and ſo needed not ſal vation, 


nor yet becauſe Chriſt was not then revealed 


to 
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to him ; but becauſe he was deſtitute of the 
7 ife of faith which was at that time a ſpiritual 
bleſſing in the hands of Chritt, and was ne- 
ver enjoyed by him till after his fall ; there- 
fore whatever perfections dwelt in Adam be- 
fore his fall, they could not be of the ſame 
nature with the /ife of faith, being only moral 
qualities inherent in the ciſtern of nature, and 
not ſtreams of grace flowing from Cöriſt the 
fountain of life. 

But let us proceed now to ſhow that this 
Faith cannot be a puTy ; becauſe it is not 
required by the MORAL LAW, for as the /aw 
is not of fazth, ſo neither is ſaith of the law. 

The law as a covenant knows nothing of 
grace nor ſalvation, it has no concern in com- 
manding ſinners to look to Chrilt as a ſaviour, 
it ſuppoſes no ſatisfaction, knows no mitiga- 
tion, admits of no repentance, affords no = 
ſiſtance, nor does it require any thing as 
condition of deliverance, but binds all men to 
perfect and perpetual obedience in heart, lip 
and life, and upon the ſmalleſt breach pro- 
nounces condemnation, ſaying, curſed is every 
one that continueth not in all things which are 
written in the book of the law to do them. * 

Now if the /aw required AIT RH, it would 
ſome where or other point out its glorious 

| „Gal. iii. 10, 


object 
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object HRIST, but the /aw no where points 
out the object of faith, therefore faith cannot 
be a duty required by the law.—Beſide were 
the law to require that faith which is con- 
nected with ſalvation as a duty, it would be 
a work ; but as no work is connected with 
7 852 therefore this faith cannot be a du- 
ty required by the law.—Again where the law 
to require faith in Chriſt tor ſalvation, it would 
thereby make known the way of %; but J fe 
and immortality are brought to light through the 
goſpel ; * therefore the law knows nothing of 
Faith in Chriſt, and ſo can be no duty required 
by it. We may obſerve again, that whatever 
is a duty is a work to be done by the creature, 
but the faith of the operation of God is no 
work done by the Creature, but is a principle 
of grace given 20 him, and therefore this faith 
is not a duty. 

In ſhort no creature ever was or ever can be 
obliged to have what was never given him, or 
to keep what he never had, and as 2h faith of 
the operation of God is a heavenly grace or ſpi- 
ritual bleſſing never poſſeſſed by Adam before 
his fall; it is impoſſible to prove that a juſt 
God ſhould require it of any of his poſterity, 
till he himſelf hath been graciouſly pleaſed to 
give it; for hit faith is not an ad, or work 
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of the believer, but is the ſpiritual LI R by 
Which he acts ſpiritually, it is not what God 
"requires of bim, but what he gives to him, not 
* bis work, but the work of God in him, and 
as in the firft creation, God did not require, 
but gave life, and then required obedience: 
ſo in the neu creation, God does not require 
ſpiritual life but gives it, and then requires 
obedience, and it is impoſſible to prove that 
tver God required an act of any man, before 
be poſſeſſed the principle proportionable or e- 
qual to that act: either in his own perſon or 
in the perſon of his repreſentative. | 

From what has been ſaid then it appears, 
that that /2ith to which ſalvation i is annexed, 
cannot be the duty of any man, becauſe it is 
no natural principle, or principle poſſeſſed by 
Adam before his fall ; nor is it required by 
any lad that is now, or that ever was in ex- 
iſtance. 

There is it is true a faith which the 8 re> 
quires and obliges to, namely, a belief, or 
truſt in God as the God of nature and provi- 
dence 7 moreover the law obliges men to credit 
or aſſent to any revelation which he has made, 
but as for /pecral faith in Chriſt as a Saviour, 
the Taw knows nothing of, nor does it make 
it known, but is a bleſſing of the covenant of 
grace, n * from God's everlaſting 


| love, 
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love, is a gift of God through Chriſt, and of 
the operation of his ſpirit. Beſides it is called 
the faith of God's elect, & and can never be the 
duty of all men to have it, unleſs it be the 
duty of all men to be elected; to ſu ppoſe which 
would be abſurd. 


In ſhort all men are ciged to believe ac- 


cording to the revelation made to them, if no 
revelation of Chriſt de made to a people; 10 
believing in him can be required: therefore 
the heathens who never heard of Chriſt will 
never be puniſhed for not believing in him, but 
for their /ins againſt the hu and light of na- 
ture ; for ſays the apoſtle, how ſhall they believe 
in him of whom they have not btard. + If the 
revelation be external only, which lies in the 
outward miniſtry of the word, declaring 1 in 
general ſuch things as relate to the pern and 
office of Chriſt, as that he is God as well as 
Man-the Son of God-the Mediator between 
God and Manthe Meſſiah - the Saviour—who 


died, roſe again and aſcended into heaven, &c. 


theſe things all men who live under the goſ- 
pel diſpenſation are obliged to give credit to, 
upon the evidence which they bring with 
them, and if they do not, they are culpable 
and are ſo far puniſhable; but be it remem- 
bered that all theſe things may be afſented to, 
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or®bjftorically believed, without that faith 
which is of the operation of God; which 
without doubt was the caſe with Judas ang 
Simon Magus as well as many others, 

But beſide this external revelation when 
the goſpel comes in word only; there is an in- 
ternal one by the ſpirit of God, who makes 
known to men their loſt ſtate and condition 
by nature and their need of a Saviour, ac- 
quaints them with Chriſt as an able and a 
willing Saviour; ſets before them the fulneſs, 
freeneſs and furitableneſs of his ſalvation, and 
encourages and enables them to receive, em- 
| brace and cleave to Chriſt, or to believe in him 
to the Saving of their ſouls. * 

But to what has been ſaid ſome perhaps 
may object ſaying, If the law does not require 
faith, it requires love to God and our neigh- 
hour, and as no man can love God and his neigh- 
Jom without faith, therefore the lau muſt re- 

wire faith,” to which I reply, the reaſoning 
1s fal fe, for that love which the law requires 
Was ptactiſed by Adam before faith in Chriſt 

as à Saviour was poſſible. But— - | 

Another objection is brought by ſome ſay- 
© ing, faith be not a duty, then unbelief is no 

Jin.” To which Treply; that whatever unbelief 
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God and his word and is manifeſted by a depar- 


ture from him) has an exiſtence in, proceeds 
from, or is practiſed by the creature; is un- 
doubtedly finful as well as puniſhable, but the 
want of faith as a grace of the ſpirit is no 
more /inful, than it is ſinful of a criminal go- 
ing to the gallows that he has not the &4:ng's 
pardon, which the king was not obliged to 
grant; and were a by-ſtander aſked what tbe 
man is banged for, his anſwer would not be 
becauſe the ling would not pardon him, but be- 
cauſe he robbed, or murdered and had thereby 
broken the /aws of his country. S0 ſhould 
any aſk what men will be puniſhed for at the 
laſt day, we anſwer, not becauſe they had not 
the faith of the operation of God (which he 
was not obliged to give them) but for their 
tranſgreſſions of his /aw and for their practi- 
cal . and contempt of the 8 and 
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vation. 

But others perhaps may ſay © it is plain 
that: unbelief is the damning iin, becauſe it is 
ſaid he that believeth not ſhall é damned; 
to which I reply, that all men who live and 
die in a ſtate of unbelzef or departure from God 
will be damned muſt be granted; but that 
any man will be damned for the want of faith 
as a principle of grace which he never had in 
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his. own perſon. nor.in the perſon of his re- 
preſentative muſt he denied, for the above- 


mentioned reaſon; and I think none but an 


incon/iderate or inconſiſtent being would aſſert 
ſuch a thing. 3 

F rom what has been ſaid under this head, 
we may learn, that nothing leſs than that 
faith Which is a principle of tt hife from Chriſt, a 
new. covenant bleſſing, the gift of God and of the 
operation of bis Jprrit, can do a man any real 
good at the laſt, with regard to the ſalvation 
of his ſoul: for without this faith, whatever 
he may biftoricall believe or aſſent to, he will 
never receive, embrace, or cleave to Chriſt as 
bis Saviour. 

But let us proceed naw. Thirdly to take no- 
tice of the pale s privilege. —lt i is contained 
in: theſe words, 2060 loved me, and gave lin- 
felf. for me. | 

Under this head we may remark, that 
Chriſt's love did not commence at the time 
Paul wrote this epiſtle ; nor yet at the time 
of this: converſion, though 1 know there are 
ſame: who tell us that God Hates, or is angry 
withhis people till they believe, or are can- 
verted; but for my part I am not of that opi- 


nion; for previous to Paul's converſion, 


Chriſt had redeemed him from the curſe of 
the A, the hand of Juſtice and wroth to 


come; 
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come; and ſurely this could not be a mark 
of his Hatred; but rather of his love to him: 
and this we are told he did for his people 
while they were enemies; for * we were 
yet enemies Chriſt died for us. * 

And again we may obſerve that before the 
apoſtle's converfion Chriſt ſent his ſpirit to 
quicken and regenerate him, and this was not 
dane at a time when Paul was praying, nor 
when he was reading, nor yet when he was 
meditating, unleſs it was the deſtruction of the 
ſaints on his way ta Damaſcus ; and yet even 
at that time, it pleaſed God to call bim by his 
grace, + unfought for, unaſked for and un- 
thought of. From hence we may ſee that 
God does not ſeek holy principles, but gives 
them. But then I cannot think this any more 
than the former, a mark of Chriſt's hatred to 
Paul, but of his love to him. Thus then we 
ſee that Chriſt gave himſelf For: Paul, and 
his ſpirit To him before he could be convert 
cd, which ſurely were inſtances of his love to , 
him. Well therefore might he ſay that G4 
it rich in mercy for' bis great loue uberewith he 
laved us, even when we were DEAD IN 81NS: % 
In ſhort if God be angry with his - peoples till 
they believe; I ſhould be glad to know what an 
unbelie ver is to do in order to appeaſe his an- 
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ger; ſince without FAITH it is empoſſible to pleaſe 
him. * For I am greatly miſtaking if any poor 
ſinner can come to God at all upon this plan; 
unleſs we can ſuppoſe him capable of doing 
ſomething to reconcile an angry God. 

Hut we may obſerve alſo from this part of 
our text, that faith has not to do with Chriſt 
for anothen in matters of ſalvation but for 
ones. ſelf, for ſays Paul, he loved: MB and coat E- 
himſelf for ME. | 

It was under the influence of this faith, | 
that Job was enabled in confidence to ſay, 7 
know. that MV Redeemer liveth, + obſerve he 
did not ſay I know that a, or the Redeemer 
liveth, but I know that my Redeemer liv- 
eth. It was under the influence of this faith 
of the operation of God, that David could ſay, 
Bleſs the. Lord O my foul and forget not all bis 
benefits,” \ Who Jorgeveth all THINE' iniguities, 
whe heateth all THY diſeaſes. 1 Nay it was by 
this faith that Heaeliab in his addreſs to God 
Was enabled to ſay, thou haſt caſt all ray ns 
behindithy back. & And in thort without this 
kind of faith, we ſhall never be able to ſay 
with David, though I walt through the valley 
the ſdadou of death' I will fear no cuil.“ 

ou therefore who are weak in faith, uke 
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with you to a throne of grace the language of 
Fn apoſtles of old, Lord increaſe our faith; 

at you may be enabled to ſay as in the words 
of my text, be loved Mr, and gave bimſelf 
for ux. 

From the whole then we may learn firſt, that 
the life which the apoſtle at this time lived, 
was different from that which he formerly 
lived, for whereas he formerly lived a life of 
enmity, diſobedience and alienation from God; 
he not lived a life of love, obedience and com- 
munion with him. 

We may learn ſecondly, that that faith by 
which Paul lived, was more than a bare a/- 
ſent to the truths of the goſpel, or he faith of 
devils, for it was nothing leſs than a grace of 
tbe ſpirit and a new covenant bleſſing, which is 
the gift of God; nay it was ſpiritual life that 
flowed from Chriſt the fountain of life. to his 
foul ; in conſequence of his union to him and 
therefore becauſe \Ch5rift lived, Paul liued alſd. 
We may learn alſo that it can be no mans 
bur to have this faith, becauſe it is no u. 
tural principle or principle found in Adam 
when he was our repreſentative, it being at 
that time a piritual bieſing in the bands of 
Chriſt. Nor is it a duty required by the no- 
ral law, and therefore the want of it can be 


no ſin, becauſe no tranſgreſſion of the law. 
» We 


232 on Fiz farth or 
We may learn 7h:irdly, the love of Chriſt to 
his people ( even before converſion, which is 
_ manifeſted in the gift of himſelf for them, 
and of his ſpirit fo them, to convince, regenc- 
rate, and enable them to claim Chriſt as 
"their Saviour and to cleave to him as ſuch. | 
But ſhould any one after all that has been 
"aid, be diſpoſed to maintain that the faith of 
the operation of God is the duty of all who 
* live under the goſpel d. ipenſation ; let him aſk 
' himſelf this queſtion ; did I perform faith as a 
DUTY, or did I receive it as a free gift of God, 
on Chriſt s behalf? and if upon examination 
* he finds that he did not perform it as a duty; 
then let him not eriforce it as ſuch upon o- 
thers ; but rather encourage them to attend at 
| the preaching of the word, (knowing that faith 
comes by hearing,) reminding them at the 
fame time, that it is God that muſt work in 
them both to will and to do of his own good plea- 
fare, * before they will be able experimentally 
to ſay ; the liſe which I now live in the fleſh, I 
live by the faith of: the Son of God; 1060 laved 
ME and gave himſelf for M x. 2 
: * Phil ii. 23. 
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